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NESHAMINY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Langhorne, Pennsylvania 

 

PUBLIC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

NESHAMINY BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

April 22, 2014 

 

The Neshaminy Board of School Directors met in public session on April 22, 2014, in the District Board Room, 

at Maple Point Middle School.  The following persons were in attendance: 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS:::: ADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORS:::: 

Mr. Scott E. Congdon, President 

Ms. Irene Boyle, Vice President 

Mr. John Allen 

Mrs. Susan Cummings 

Mr. Mike Morris 

Mr. Stephen Pirritano  

Mr. Ron Rudy 

Mr. Mark Shubin 

Mr. Anthony Sposato 

 

Mr. Robert L. Copeland 

Mrs. Barbara Markowitz 

Mrs. Theresa Hinterberger  

Dr. Gloria Hancock 

Mr. Anthony Devlin 

Mr. Don Harm 

  

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:BOARD MEMBER ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:  Approximately 15 persons from the 

public, staff and press 

  

SECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARY::::  Mrs. Jennifer Burns SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:        Thomas J. Profy, III, Esquire 

Mrs. Debby Spadaccino    

 

Call to OrderCall to OrderCall to OrderCall to Order        

Mr. Congdon called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Pledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Congdon requested those in attendance join in the salute to the flag.    

 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    

None 

    

Superintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s Report    

Mr. Copland advised the Board on the following: 

• Congratulations to the French and Spanish students for participating in the Bucks County World 

Language Contest. 

• Congratulations to the State FBLA winners that was held in Hersey, Pennsylvania. 

 

Public CommentPublic CommentPublic CommentPublic Comment    

Charles Alfonso, semi-retired, resident of Langhorne, commented on his opposition to the K - 4th grade and 5th 

- 8th grade structure.  Mr. Alfonso said the Upper Merion School District's 5th grade through 8th grade model is 

not a good comparison to Neshaminy School District's proposal of the same because of varying differences in 

size, area and enrollment.  He also stated that he when he contacted the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education they were unable to provide statistics on the grade 5 through 8th model, because such a model has 

not been significant enough to substantiate data.   

 

Donna Boyle, childcare provider, resident of Langhorne, pleaded with the Board to change the Neshaminy 

mascot name of "Redskins" because it is derogatory and offensive to Native Americans.  Ms. Boyle remarked 

that she has brought this issue to the Board many times and her pleas have been "swept under the rug" 

repeatedly.  Ms. Boyle noted that Neshaminy recently observed a day of silence to bring attention to LGBT 
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harassment in schools and yet continues to hold the Mr. Redskins contest to choose a student who embodies 

school spirit. 

 

Jim McPartlin, director of Neshaminy Kid's Club, resident of Ambler, PA, thanked the parents of Neshaminy for 

their support and contributions to Paws to Heart, a non-profit organization that helps homeless and abandoned 

dogs.  He also announced the Coach Bingo function, which will be held Saturday, April 26th at 2:00 p.m. to 

provide funding for Neshaminy School Playgrounds and the greenhouse at Pearl S. Buck Elementary School. 

 

Approval of MinutesApproval of MinutesApproval of MinutesApproval of Minutes    

Mrs. Spadaccino presented the minutes of March 17, March 18, and April 8, 2014.  Upon motion of Mr. Shubin 

and seconded by Ms. Boyle, The Board unanimously approved the minutes of March 17, March 18, and April 8, 

2014 Board minutes. 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report, Approval of Treasurer’s Report, Approval of Treasurer’s Report, Approval of Treasurer’s Report, Check RegisterCheck RegisterCheck RegisterCheck Register, and Exonerations of Personal and Per Capita Tax, and Exonerations of Personal and Per Capita Tax, and Exonerations of Personal and Per Capita Tax, and Exonerations of Personal and Per Capita Tax  

Mrs. Markowitz presented the following for approval: 

 

• March, 2014 Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit  

• Check Register – March, 2014 

• Personal and per capita tax exonerations for March, 2014 

• Budget Transfer Report (Working Copy) - 14-5 

• Bids 15-09, 15-02, 14-17, 15-22 

 

Mr. Congdon moved the March, 2014, Treasurer’s Report be approved, subject to audit, Check Register for 

March, 2014, the Personal and Per Capita Tax Exonerations for March, 2014, Budget Transfer (Working Copy) 

14-5, and Bids - 15-09, 15-02, 14-17, and 15-22 be approved.  Mr. Allen seconded the motion.   

 

The Board unanimously approved said reports by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.   

 

Certified and Support Personnel ActionsCertified and Support Personnel ActionsCertified and Support Personnel ActionsCertified and Support Personnel Actions    

Mr. Copeland presented the following for approval (See attached report): 

 

• Elections – Certified Personnel  

• Resignations and Leaves of Absence – Certified Personnel  

• Elections – Support Personnel  

• Sabbatical Leaves – Certified Personnel 

• Extra Curricular Staff and Salary Report 

 

Mr. Copeland recommended the approval of the Personnel Report for Certified and Support Personnel and the 

Extra Curricular Staff and Salary Report.   

 

Mrs. Cummings moved the Certified and Support Personnel Reports and the Extra Curricular Staff and Salary 

Report be approved.  Mr. Morris seconded the motion.   

 

The Board unanimously approved said reports by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.  

 

MotMotMotMotion:  ion:  ion:  ion:  AAAApproval of pproval of pproval of pproval of RRRRevievievievised sed sed sed BBBBoard oard oard oard PPPPolicies olicies olicies olicies     

Mr. Rudy presented the following motion: 

 

WHEREAS, in order to keep District Board Policies updated and current, revisions and new 

policies are recommended by the administration to the Board Policies Committee for review, 

and 

WHEREAS, recommended policies meet the requirements of Federal Law; and 
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WHEREAS, after review by the Board Policies Committee, the District is ready to 

recommend: 

Revised Policy 505 – Discipline 

Revised Policy 510 – Alcohol and Other Drugs 

Revised Policy 549 – Search of Students and Seizure of Evidence 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Neshaminy Board of School Directors approve 

the revised Policies as recommended by the School Board Policies Committee. 

 

Mr. Shubin seconded the motion.   

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.  

 

Motion: Motion: Motion: Motion: Approval Of The District’s Comprehensive Plan Approval Of The District’s Comprehensive Plan Approval Of The District’s Comprehensive Plan Approval Of The District’s Comprehensive Plan     

Mr. Pirritano presented the following motion: 

 

WHEREAS, the Neshaminy School District is required to submit a Comprehensive Plan to the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee met on February 4, 2014 to develop the framework of the 

comprehensive goal areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Action Team Leaders for each goal met on February 19, 2014 to write their action 

plans; and 

 

WHEREAS, JoAnn Perotti, External Facilitator and Don Harm, Internal Facilitator met on March 14, 

2014 to review the action plans; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan was on Public Display for 28 days on the District website from 

March 24 – April 20, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Neshaminy Board of School Directors reviewed and discussed the Comprehensive 

Plan at the Work Session on April 8, 2014. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Neshaminy Board of School Directors approve the 

Neshaminy School District’s Comprehensive Plan and authorizes the Administration to submit the 

plan to the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the implementation of the financial components will be dependent 

upon School Board approval of the annual operating budgets of the Neshaminy School District. 

 

Mr. Allen seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.  

 

Motion:  Appointment of AuditorMotion:  Appointment of AuditorMotion:  Appointment of AuditorMotion:  Appointment of Auditor    

Mr. Shubin presented the following motion: 

WHEREAS, the auditing firm of Maillie, LLP has served as auditor for the Neshaminy School 

District since June 2007. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the firm of Maillie, LLP, will continue to serve as auditor 

for the Neshaminy School District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost for this professional audit service, in full compliance 

with the PA Department of Education, be as follows: 

 

             For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014 - $24,000 

                                                                         2015 - $24,000 

                                                                         2016 - $24,000  

 

Mrs. Cummings seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.  

 

Motion: Motion: Motion: Motion:     OOOOpposing Restricting Federalpposing Restricting Federalpposing Restricting Federalpposing Restricting Federal    Medical Assistance ReimbursementMedical Assistance ReimbursementMedical Assistance ReimbursementMedical Assistance Reimbursement    

Mr. Sposato presented the following motion: 

Adopted by the Board of School Directors of the Neshaminy School District 

WHEREAS, the Neshaminy School District is committed to providing all students with a free 

and appropriate public education that allows all children to become successful and productive 

citizens; and 

WHERESAS, the Neshaminy School District is committed to providing all students regardless 

of disability with the essential services to be successful in school and in life; and 

WHEREAS, Neshaminy School District like many other school districts and intermediate units 

across the Commonwealth rely on federal Medical Assistance reimbursement through the 

Medical Assistance School Based Access (Access) program to help fund essential services to 

children with disabilities; 

WHEREAS, without the timely and consistent disbursement of these funds from the 

Department of Public Welfare to the Neshaminy School District for services that our students 

are entitled to by law and which will then have to fund these services through local revenue; 

and, 

WHEREAS, changes to eligible services for Medical Assistance has also resulted in the loss of 

million dollars to school districts across the commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, more than $28 million in school district and intermediate unit reimbursement 

claims have been rejected by the Department of Public Welfare due to its insistence on 

evidence that a private insurer will not cover the services where there is no experience or 

precedent in Pennsylvania or in any other state in the union that private insurers cover these 

services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the ONLY state in the country that requires a blanket letter of denial as a 

condition for a school district to receive Medical Assistance reimbursement through the Medical 

Assistance School Based Access program; and  

 

WHEREAS, more than 100 insurers representing millions of dollars in unpaid reimbursements have yet 

to sign a blanket letter of denial; and 

 

WHEREAS, this has resulted in millions of dollars in unpaid claims for essential services that school 

districts and intermediate units are required to provide to their students; and 
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WHEREAS, school districts and intermediate units still have not received full payment for claims from 

the only ten insurers that have signed a blanket letter of denial; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is still no resolution to regarding unpaid claims and the Neshaminy School District 

has been informed that any and all unpaid claims as of May 16, 2014 will be permanently dismissed 

and left unfunded; and 

 

WHEREAS, this unnecessary and unprecedented requirement of obtaining a blanket letter of denial 

risks leaving millions of dollars in federal funding unclaimed for services provided to children with 

disabilities. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of School Directors of the Neshaminy School 

District urges the Pennsylvania General Assembly, Pennsylvania State Senate, The Corbett 

Administration and the Pennsylvania Department of Education to demand that the Department of 

Public Welfare and the Public Consulting Group remove the unprecedented barriers and requirements 

recently imposed to restrict the federal Medical Assistance reimbursement through the Medical 

Assistance School Based Access program for essential services to Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable 

children. 

 

The Neshaminy School District seeks support from other school boards, its local legislators and 

members of the Senate and House Education Committees in petitioning the Corbett Administration, 

the Department of Public Welfare and the Public Consulting Group to allow the funding to flow to 

school districts and intermediate units to support essential services to students with disabilities. 

 

This resolution will be shared with the Pennsylvania Association of Intermediate Units for 

dissemination to Commonwealth School Districts, Intermediate Unit’s, Pennsylvania School Board 

Association, local legislators and members of the Senate and House Education Committees, the 

Governor’s Office, the Department of Public Welfare and the Public Consulting Group. 

 

Mr. Pirritano seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays.  

 

Federal ProgramsFederal ProgramsFederal ProgramsFederal Programs    

Mrs. Markowitz advised the Board that the total amount of Federal Grants is $1,585,039.00. 

 

OthOthOthOther Board Businesser Board Businesser Board Businesser Board Business    

None. 

    

Public CommentPublic CommentPublic CommentPublic Comment    

Charles Alfonso, semi-retired, resident of Langhorne, remarked that he contacted 16 Lancaster County School 

Districts and was informed that 12 of these districts scored higher than Neshaminy in PSSA scores.  He added 

that only one school district in Lancaster County has 6th grade in the middle schools, while the majority has a 

K - 6th grade model.  Mr. Alfonso said he has more findings, which he will present to the news media in the 

hopes of providing the public with the information.   
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Donna Boyle, childcare provider, resident of Langhorne, reiterated her comments about her opposition to the 

Neshaminy mascot name.  Ms. Boyle said the Houston School District, recently changed their mascots stating 

that mascots that are deemed offensive to anyone should be retired and become a part of history when they 

no longer reflect who we are.  Ms. Boyle vowed to continue her crusade.    

    

Board CommentBoard CommentBoard CommentBoard Comment    

Mr. Morris announced that the Policy Committee will be meeting on April 29th to discuss Firearms Handling 

with speakers attending from the Middletown Police Department, retired Secret Service consultants, and 

possibly representatives from the FBI and the District Attorney's Office. 

 

Mr. Pirritano said that an Ad Hoc Committee meeting was held the previous night discussing facilities and 

another meeting will be held in May.  He said that the date and time will be posted on the district web site and 

he encouraged the public to attend. 

 

AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment    

Mr. Congdon moved the meeting be adjourned and Mr. Morris seconded the motion.  The Board unanimously 

approved the motion.  Mr. Condon adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Jennifer Burns 

       Board Secretary 
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